«HIS VOICE», March 2021, Prague/Czechia
by Petr Slaby

Pago Libre celebrates its 30th birthday and John Wolf
Brennan embarked on an ethnofusion journey

The versatile trans-European ensemble Pago Libre was founded in 1989 and has released
three albums for its thirtieth anniversary. The first of them has already been reviewed
here, the others were not published until 2020 and document their former fascination with
Dada and a completely current cast.
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platzDADA!! is a remaster of the original edition from 2008, where the quartet is expanded to a
sextet. In addition to the key members, singer Agnes Heginger has an irreplaceable position here,
but additionally all instrumentalists have taken on vocal parts based on texts by Hans Arp, Kurt
Schwitters and Daniil Charms. Horn player Arkady Shilkloper used his native Russian here in
the role of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, who is invited by phone to Cabaret Voltaire over breakfast and
then everything turns into a voice band Dadabylon. Subsequently, various stylistic positions
alternate, from references to old hits to a variation on Johann Sebastian Bach. The centerpiece is
a five-part composition by violinist Tscho Theissing ETANOSRU EUTONARS, which works with
paraphrases, fantasies and associations according to Schwitters' themes. Sometimes it's quite
shabby, but sometimes seemingly conventional. Pianist John Wolf Brennan is a first-rate
composer here, but drummer Patrice Héral also contributed a bit to the mill in the rhythmic
session te gri ro ro, and bassist Georg Breinschmid in the thoughtful klezmeroid ballad A Klanes
Brabitchek.

Pago Libre

Only Arkady Shilkloper and John Wolf Brennan of the basic staff remained on the Mountain
Songlines opus, and new acquisitions (but also Pago Libre guests on the Got Hard album) include
Dresden musicians - violinist Florian Mayer and bassist Tom Go6tze. The music really evokes
mountain peaks, snowy and green endless plains. There is airiness and a kind of meditative
loneliness. John Wolf Brennan's compositions are mostly lyrical, sometimes atonally "reject”, but
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they are dominated by a contemplative and self-questioning mood, which reflects the transience
and boundlessness of time with an overlap into something eternal, where the virtues of all being
are hidden. But this expansiveness is not depressing in any way and has a certain joy and
playfulness encoded in it. Anyway, it's a very strong, albeit partially chilling album. A little more
untied jazz games can be heard on the bonus medley from the video on YouTube.

In two songs, vocalist Sonja Morgenegg also appears in a cameo role on Mountain Songlines.
Together with John Wolf Brennan and percussionist Tony Majdalani she formed a new trio
called SOOON, joining together influences from Eastern and Western music . Their first album is
significantly called YouCHz Now. All three do not deny their origins here. Sonja Morgenegg is
the only original Swiss member, and her transposed yodeling is close to her roots, but her
singing is not only based on the traditions of her country, but also on Hawaiian, Lappish or
Central Asian culture. John Wolf Brennan is half Irish and half Swiss, and this combination
brings a certain wildness and moderation. And Tony Majdalani's ethnic roots are completely
obvious. Although there are authorial compositions of individual members and we do not find
any direct paraphrases of folk music in them, it is world music as from a textbook. That rural
folklore spontaneity is ubiquitous here. Here, too, they are a kind of landscape songs, but
compared to Mountain Songlines, they are more direct and animalistic.

Pago Libre Sextet: platzDADA!!

Pago Libre: Mountain Songlines

Leo Records (www.leorecords.com)
Sooon: YouCHz Now

Narrenschiff (www.narrenschiff-label.ch)



http://www.leorecords.com/
http://www.narrenschiff-label.ch/

Pago Libre slavi tricetiny a John Wolf Brennan se pustil do etnoftze
1.3.2021 Petr Slaby

Proménlivé transevropské téleso Pago Libre bylo zaloZeno v roce 1989 a ke tricatému
vyroc¢i svého vzniku vydalo tii alba. Prvni z nich zde jiZ bylo recenzovano, dalsi pak vysla
az vroce 2020 a dokumentuji jejich nékdejsi fascinaci dada i zcela aktualni obsazeni.

Nahravka platzDADA!! je remasterem pivodniho vydani z roku 2008, povétSinou kvartet je zde
roz$iren na sextet, vedle stéZejnich ¢lend tu ma nezastupitelné misto piredevsim zpévacka Agnes
Heginger, ale vokalnich partii na texty Hanse Arpa, Kurta Schwitterse a Daniila Charmse se zde
yjali i vSichni instrumentalisté. Hornista Arkadij Shilkloper tu hned v tivodu uplatnil svou
rodilou rustinu v roli Vladimira Iljice Lenina, ktery je pti snidani zvan telefonicky do Cabaretu
Voltaire a posléze se vSe zvrtne do voicebandového Dadabylonu. Nasledné se stiidaji rtizné
stylové polohy od odkazli na staré $lagry az po variaci na Johanna Sebastiana Bacha.
Stredobodem je pak pétidilnd kompozice z pera houslisty Tscho Theissinga ETANOSRU
EUTONARS, v niz se pracuje parafrazemi, fantasiemi a asociacemi podle Schwittersovych témat.
Obcas je to dost ulitlé ale nékdy i zdanlivé konvencni. Skladatelsky se tu vyradi predevsim
pianista John Wolf Brennan, ale s svou troskou do mlyna prispéli i bubenik Patrice Héral

v rytmické seanci Te Gri Ro Ro ¢i basista Georg Breinschmid v dumavé klezmeroidn{ baladé

Na opusu Mountain Songlines ztstali ze zakladniho kddru pouze Arkady Shilkloper a John
Wolf Brennan a novymi akvizicemi (ale uz i hosté Pago Libre na albu Got Hard) jsou zde
drazd’ansti muzikanti - houslista Florian Mayer a basista Tom Gétze. Hudba tu skute¢né
evokuje horské Stity, zasnéZené i zelenavé nekonecné plané. Je tu vzduSnost i jakdsi meditativni
osamélost. Lyrické jsou povétSinou Brennanovy skladby, obcas sice atonalné ,zavrzou”, ale
prevlada v nich rozjimava a sebezpytna nalada, ktera reflektuje pomijivost i bezmezi casu

s presahem do néceho vécného, kde jsou ukryty prahodnoty veskerého byti. Ale tato rozpinavost
neni nijak deprimujici a ma v sobé zakédovanou i urcitou radost a hravost. Kazdopadné je to
velice silné, i kdyz ¢astecné mrazivé album. Trochu odvazanéjsijazzové hratky pak ptinese
bonusové medley z videa na You Tube.

Na Mountain Songlines se ve dvou skladbach objevi v cameo roli také vokalistka Sonja
Morgenegg, ktera je spolu s Johnem Wolfem Brennanem a ptivodem tureckym perkusistou
Tonym Majdalanim také clenkou uskupeni Sooon, jehoz nazev se odviji od tfech O ve jménech
protagonistd, ale i od jOdlovani a vlivil z vichodu (Ost) ¢i vOkalnich hratek. Jejich album je
signifikantné rozjuchané nazvano YouCHz Now. Vsichni tfi tu nezapiou sviij ptivod. Sonja je
jedina originalni Svycarka a transponované jédlovani je ji opravu blizké, nevychazi ovsem pouze
z tradic své zemé, ale i z havajské, laponské i stiedoasijské kultury. Brennan je napiil Ir a napiil
jsou zcela nabiledni. Ackoliv se zde nachazeji autorské kompozice jednotlivych cleni

a nenajdeme v nich Zadné primé parafraze lidové hudby, je to world music jako z ucebnice. Ona
ruralni folklérni spontaneita je tu totiz vSudypritomna. I tady jde o jakési krajinotvorné songy,
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